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Celebrating the 50th year since its founding, Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED) harnesses 
diversity, innovation and collaboration to create transformative leaders and improve health through education, 
discovery and service. NEOMED’s mission is made possible through its network consisting of several nationally 
ranked health care systems. The University values leadership, excellence, advocacy, diversity, equity and respect. 
NEOMED has three Colleges — Medicine, Pharmacy, and Graduate Studies, and is working towards plans to 
open its fourth College — the Bitonte College of Dentistry. Its programs offer Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) and 
Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degrees, as well as master’s and doctoral degrees and research opportunities 
in other medical and life science areas. NEOMED also conducts research to advance innovation and discovery 
in health care through seven research focus areas of excellence. NEOMED’s unique areas of service include 
Coordinating Centers of Excellence which disseminate best practices for treating mental illness; online didactics 
and onsite training through several programs; and patient services through its centers at NEOMED Health 
Care and Counseling Center and its award-winning Student-Run Free Clinic. Learn more at neomed.edu.

A B O U T  N O RT H E A S T  O H I O  M E D I C A L  U N I V E R S I T Y

M I S S I O N
NEOMED harnesses diversity, innovation and collaboration to create transformative leaders and improve 
health through education, discovery and service.

V I S I O N
To be the model of excellence in innovative education and impactful research to create transformational health 
care leaders of tomorrow.

C O R E  VA L U E S
NEOMED incorporates the following values in all that we do:
Leadership  |  Excellence  |  Advocacy  |  Diversity  |  Equity  |  Respect
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Doctor of Philosophy in 
Integrated Pharmaceutical Medicine 
This program educates and develops independent 
scientists and scholars with a unique cross disciplinary 
perspective bridging pharmaceutical sciences with 
medical disciplines.

Master in Foundations of Medicine
Introduces students to fundamental concepts  
in the biomedical sciences as well as provides 
clinical and research experiences.

Master of Arts in Medical Ethics and Humanities 
Students critically examine and apply ethical and 
health humanities-based theories as health care 
professionals, clinical ethicists, humanities scholars, 
and bioethicists.

Master of Leadership in Health Systems Science 
Focuses on how the aims of health science  
work together to better achieve enhanced patient 
experience within health systems.

Master of Medical Science in Anesthesia
Provides students with the education required  
to deliver safe, patient-centered anesthetic care  
as a Certified Anesthesiologist Assistant (CAA).

Master of Public Health
A program that provides graduates with a  
foundation of public health skills and knowledge 
with an ethical and culturally sensitive perspective.

D E G R E E S  A N D  C E RT I F I C AT E S

Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) 
The degree curriculum fuses behavioral, biological, clinical, community health and social sciences with the 
humanities. Students are grounded in the complex interplay of these disciplines as they pertain to patient care 
and health outcomes.

Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)
This program offers an interprofessional curriculum that blends classroom and practice experiences to provide 
the knowledge, skills and professionalism that is necessary to succeed as a pharmacist.

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES

Master of Science in Basic and  
Translational Biomedicine – Innovation
With a focus on medical device innovation,  
this program offers a unique blend of drug  
discovery, therapeutics and research methods 
that are critical to solving clinical problems. 

Master of Science in Global Health Innovation
Prepares students to build a career in global 
and underserved medicine with a focus on skills 
acquisition to support resource constrained 
health systems.

Global Health Certificate
Provides learning opportunities in global  
and underserved health with a goal to overcome 
existing challenges through unconventional  
and innovative solutions.

Health Research Certificate
Prepares students with essential research  
knowledge and training, competitive skills  
useful for recruitment in post-graduate  
programs, and early career grant funding.

Medical Ethics and Humanities Certificate
This program combines clinical practice with  
ethics consultation, education and research.
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A C A D E M I C  R E G A L I A

The academic regalia worn at commencement is of medieval origin and dates back to the 11th century. The 
scholars of Bologna, Salamanca, Paris, Oxford, Cambridge, Louvain and Heidelberg dressed in a manner that 
would distinguish them from merchants and other townspeople.

The gown originally may have been worn to keep the teachers warm in unheated classrooms. The gowns of 
bachelor’s and master’s degree recipients are usually black without trimmings. The front of the doctoral gowns 
are faced with velvet and adorned with three velvet bars on the sleeves. 

The hood is lined with colors that denote the field of study represented by the wearer’s degree. The colors 
of the hood are those of the college or university from which the degree is granted. The length of the hood is 
correspondingly longer with each advanced degree and is placed on doctoral candidates by faculty hooders  
and worn by masters candidates during the hooding ceremony.

The Northeast Ohio Medical University hood was designed to reflect the colors of the University, blue  
and silver. 

• • • • • •

The gold cords worn by selected faculty members identify those individuals who have been designated 
NEOMED Master Teachers. This honor recognizes faculty who have consistently excelled at advancing the 
art and scholarship of teaching and who have developed innovative teaching methods within the medical 
profession. 

The green and gold braided cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Medicine identify 
those who are Alpha Omega Alpha members.  

The white cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Medicine identify those who have 
been inducted into the NEOMED Virtuous Healer Honor Society.  

The purple and white cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Pharmacy identify those 
who are Rho Chi members.  

The yellow and green cords worn by members of the graduating class of the College of Pharmacy identify those 
who are Phi Lambda Sigma members. 

Graduating Black students wear Kente stoles as a sign of their successful matriculation through higher 
education and the transformation of their bodies into living, breathing proverbs. This tradition of marking 
oneself with a visible sign of Africa is a practice that literally weaves together the wisdom of Africa before the 
Middle Passage with the persistent struggle to (re)attain knowledge of oneself that defines the Black experience 
in the Diaspora.

• • • • • •

NEOMED is committed to preparing students for a health care career in a multicultural environment by increasing 
the diversity of the student body, faculty and staff and by enhancing policies, procedures and practices that support 
a collaborative environment.

NEOMED is an equal opportunity employer and educator.
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P R O G R A M

Processional	 “Two Trumpet Tunes and Ayre” by Henry Purcell

Please rise, if able, during the processional and remain standing until instructed to be seated.

Declaration of Assembly	 Jeffrey Mellott, Ph.D. 
			   Associate Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology 
 
Welcome	 John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A. 
			   President

Remarks 	 E. Douglas Beach, Ph.D.
			   Chair, Board of Trustees
 
Presentation of Honorary Degrees	 John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A. 

Honorary Degree Recipients	 Paul R. Bishop, J.D. 
		  Ward J. “Jack” Timken

Commencement Speaker 	 Daniel I. Simon, M.D.
			   President, Academic and External Affairs 
			   and Chief Scientific Officer
			   Ernie and Patti Novak Distinguished Chair 
			   in Health Care Leadership
			   University Hospitals Health System 

Conferral of Doctor of Medicine Degrees 

	 Presenters	 Marc D. Basson, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A. 
			   Dean, College of Medicine 
			   Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology 
			   Professor of Surgery 
		  John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A. 

	 Reader	 Sandra M. MacPherson, Ed.D.
			   Senior Executive Director, Academic Affairs 
			   and Student Services
			   Assistant Professor, Family and Community Medicine
			   Assistant Professor, Pharmacy Practice
	
	 Presentation of Hoods	 Mariquita Belen, M.D. 
			   Associate Professor, Department of Family and  
			   Community Medicine 
		  Austin Fredrickson, M.D. (’14) 
			   Associate Professor of Internal Medicine 
		  Marcus Julius, M.D. (’94) 
			   Clinical Associate Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology, 	
			   and Radiology 
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		  Paul Lecat, M.D. 
			   Professor of Family and Community Medicine, 
			   Internal Medicine and Pediatrics 
		  Jeffrey Mellott, Ph.D. 
			   Associate Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology 
		  Douglas Moses, M.D. (’95)
			   Clinical Professor of Pediatrics 
			   Associate Dean for Admissions and Student Affairs 
		  Corrie Stofcho, M.D. (’06) 
			   Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
			   Assistant Dean of Student Affairs 
		  Joseph Zarconi, M.D. (’81) 
			   Professor of Internal Medicine 

College of Medicine Class Oath 	 Andrew L. Alejo
		  Fredrick R. Hutson  
		  Parker W. Kelly  
		  Maya Schnall 
  
Conferral of Doctor of Pharmacy Degrees 

	 Presenters	 Katherine Tromp, Pharm.D.
			   Interim Dean, College of Pharmacy 
			   Senior Associate Dean of Education 
			   Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
		  John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A. 

	 Reader	 Sandra M. MacPherson, Ed.D.

	 Presentation of Hoods 	 Altaf Darvesh, Ph.D.
			   Associate Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences and Psychiatry 
		  Sara Dugan, Pharm.D., BCPP, BCPS
			   Associate Professor of Psychiatry
			   Professor of Pharmacy Practice
		  Jessica Emshoff, Pharm.D., BS, BCPS, BCGP
			   Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
		  Liz Fredrickson, Pharm.D. (’14), BCPS
			   Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
			   and Pharmaceutical Sciences
		  Jennifer McKay, Pharm.D.
			   Clinical Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice
		  Chris Paxos, Pharm.D., BCPP, BCPS, BCGP 
			   Associate Professor of Psychiatry 
			   Professor of Pharmacy Practice

  College of Pharmacy Class Oath  	 Jolene E. Novak  
		  Alex M. Sindledecker 
		  Grace K. Yoo 

P R O G R A M
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Conferral of Graduate Degrees
 
	 Presenters                                            	 Julie M. Aultman, Ph.D. 
			   Dean, College of Graduate Studies
			   Director, Medical Ethics and Humanities Program, 
			   College of Graduate Studies
			   Professor of Family and Community Medicine, 
			   College of Medicine
		  John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A. 
 
	 Reader                                                    	 Sandra M. MacPherson, Ed.D.
	
	 Presentation of Doctoral Hood 	 Christine Dengler-Crish, Ph.D. 
			   Assistant Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences
			   Research Assistant Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology  
 
Military Ceremony 

	 Presenter	 C. Forrest Faison III, M.D., Sc.D. (hon), FAAP
			   Vice Admiral (ret.), Medical Corps, U.S. Navy
			   Senior Vice President and Provost

	 Military Students	 Abigail M. Beaver, Navy 
		  Christian M. Bittner, Air Force 
		  Michaela D. Ward McFadden, Navy 
		  Teresa J. Whetstone, Air Force  

Alumni Welcome 	 Alejandro Adorno, Pharm.D. (’11) 
			   AxessPointe Community Health Centers 

Closing	 John T. Langell, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A. 

Recessional	 “Trumpet Voluntary” by Jeremiah Clarke

• • • • • •
	
Sign language interpretation provided by Angeline Rice and Brett Zeigler.

“A Theme for NEOMED,” composed by George Kefalas, M.D. (’99), will be played as the graduates line up to receive 
their degrees.

Music by Paragon Brass: Jack Brndiar and Larry Herman, trumpets, Lisa Fink, horn, Lauren Rudzinskas, trombone and 
Christopher Blaha, tuba

Please remain seated during the recessional. Graduates will recess for group photos outdoors. Guests are encouraged to proceed 
to the lobby areas for a reception.

Guests are asked to remain for the entirety of the program to minimize distractions while graduates receive their degrees.
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Grand Marshal	 Jeffrey Mellott, Ph.D. 

Gonfalonian – 	 Payton M. Andronikidis 
College of Medicine	 Meghana Chalasani

Gonfalonian – 	 Ellyse N. Ridgway 
College of Pharmacy	

Gonfalonian –  	 Nathanial Flath, CAA
College of Graduate Studies 		  Program Director, Master of Medical Science in Anesthesia
			   Assistant Professor, College of Graduate Studies
 		
Bowl of Hygeia – 	 Megan Castelli  
College of Pharmacy

S P E C I A L  R E C O G N I T I O N
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Paul R. Bishop, J.D. 

Paul R. Bishop is a native Ohioan, who graduated from The Ohio 
State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1965. He was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Army upon graduation  
and spent two years as an Army Intelligence Officer until 1967. He 
received a law degree from The University of Akron in 1972 and is a 
member of the Stark, Ohio, and American Bar Associations.

Bishop is a Trustee Emeritus of Northeast Ohio Medical University. He is  
a Life Trustee of The University of Mount Union in Alliance, Ohio. He is 
a past Board Member of the Greater Canton Chamber of Commerce, and 

the United Way of Central Stark County. He is also a past Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Stark Community Foundation. In 1983, he was the general chairman of the successful 
United Way Campaign for Central Stark County. In 1987, he was awarded membership in 
The Ohio Commodores by the Governor of Ohio. In 2004, he was presented the Community 
Salute Award of Merit by The Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce for his long-term 
involvement and leadership in Stark County. In 2009, Bishop was inducted into The Northeast 
Ohio Business Hall of Fame.

As a member of the Young Presidents’ Organization, Bishop held five offices, including 
Chairman of the Cleveland Chapter. On the international level he was the International 
Forum Chairman and Senior Vice President of Education for two years. In 1988 he chaired  
the YPO Family University. He served as International President of YPO from July 1990 
through June 1991.

Bishop is a member of Chief Executives’ Organization (CEO) and Young Presidents’ 
Organization GOLD (YPO GOLD). He is a past member of the Board of Directors  
of both organizations.

He served as assistant competition director for boxing in the 1984 Summer Olympics.

Bishop is a member of the Advisory Board to the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

He is Chairman and CEO of H-P Products, Inc., in Louisville, Ohio. H-P is a leading 
manufacturer of central vacuum systems for homes, under the trade name of VACUFLO,  
and of Engineered Tube Bends, catalog and custom-fabricated tubular products and 
accessories for industrial and commercial applications.

Paul is married to Jane Bishop and resides in Canton, Ohio. He and his wife have two 
daughters, Laura married to Gregg George, and Christina married to Pedro Loaiza.  
They have five grandsons and one granddaughter.

H O N O R A RY  D E G R E E  R E C I P I E N T S
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Ward J. “Jack” Timken

Ward J. “Jack” Timken received a Bachelor of Arts degree from The 
University of Arizona. He completed the Program for Management 
Development at the Harvard Graduate School of Business and was 
subsequently selected as a Sloan Fellow at the Stanford Graduate School 
of Business, earning a Master’s Degree in management science. 

In 1968, Jack joined the Timken Company and was named manager  
of administration in the steel operations. In 1977 he was named director 
of corporate development with responsibilities for coordination of 
the capital spending cycle and development of strategies for resource 
deployment, worldwide. 

In 1985 he was named director of human resource development and created a formal 
identification and selection system of high potential associates and career development 
of future management personnel. Additionally, he served with senior management in the 
administration of management compensation. Jack was elected vice president of the Timken 
Company in 1992 and served until his retirement in 2003. He served as a member of the 
Board of Directors for 43 years.

He became a trustee of the Timken Foundation of Canton, a private, charitable family 
foundation in 1980 and subsequently was elected president of the Foundation. The Timken 
Foundation focus areas include grants to arts and culture, education, health and hospitals, 
human services, and civic and community. Under his leadership the Foundation has completed 
more than 6,000 grants in 34 domestic and international locations over a 43-year period. He 
presently serves as a trustee of the Foundation.
 
As a lifelong advocate for improving education in the Stark County community, Jack was 
a founding member of the Stark Education Partnership. He currently serves on the Akron-
Canton Airport Authority Board and the President’s Council of the Experimental Aircraft 
Association in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

This year Jack and his wife, Joy, celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary. They have three 
children and seven grandchildren. Jack and Joy proudly serve their community with their 
sons, Bob and Tim, and with the support of their daughter, Blyth, who resides in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico.

H O N O R A RY  D E G R E E  R E C I P I E N T S
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C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R

Daniel I. Simon, M.D.

Dr. Simon is president of Academic & External Affairs and Chief Scientific 
Officer for the University Hospitals Health System (UH). He also holds the 
Ernie and Patti Novak Distinguished Chair in Health Care Leadership.

Dr. Simon leads the system’s strategy and performance across the spectrum of 
research including basic, translational, clinical and health services/outcomes. 
UH is home to some of the most prestigious clinical and research programs in 
the nation, with a total research portfolio, in conjunction with Case Western 
Reserve University, of $180 million and more than 2,500 active clinical trials 
and research studies underway. 

He also oversees UH’s graduate medical education and has primary 
responsibility for academic affiliations, including with Case Western Reserve University, Oxford University, 
NEOMED and Technion – Israel Institute of Technology. Dr. Simon is also charged with elevating the system’s 
performance in medical education and discovery to the highest levels, and driving strategic philanthropy.

Additionally, Dr. Simon oversees the Harrington Discovery Institute at University Hospitals — part of The 
Harrington Project for Discovery & Development and has executive leadership responsibility for the Office of 
Community Impact, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion.

Since joining UH in 2006 as Division Chief of Cardiovascular Medicine at UH Cleveland Medical Center and 
as Director of the UH Harrington Heart & Vascular Institute, Dr. Simon has been promoted to increasing levels 
of responsibility as the system has grown, including President of UH Cleveland Medical Center, President of 
Community Medical Centers, and Chief Clinical & Scientific Officer for the entire health system.

Dr. Simon is a practicing cardiologist and continues to play a leading role in national and international clinical  
trials investigating new devices and anti-thrombotic drugs.

Prior to UH, Dr. Simon served as associate director of interventional cardiology at Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
in Boston and was an associate professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School.

A recipient of numerous research awards, Dr. Simon was elected to the American Society for Clinical Investigation, 
Association of University Cardiologists, and the Association of American Physicians. He is a recipient of the 
prestigious MERIT Award from the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and the 2016 Distinguished 
Scientist Award from the American College of Cardiology. He is a Fellow of the American College of Cardiology,  
the American Heart Association, and the Society of Cardiac Angiography and Interventions.

He has published extensively in peer-reviewed basic science and clinical journals. Dr. Simon has served on the 
Editorial Boards of Circulation and Journal American College Cardiology and is currently appointed to the  
Editorial Board of JAMA Cardiology.

He graduated summa cum laude from Harvard College. After earning his medical degree from Harvard Medical 
School, he completed his internal medicine residency and cardiovascular medicine fellowship at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital and interventional cardiology training at Beth Israel Hospital, Harvard Medical School.

Dr. Simon is the co-founder of Sujana Biotech, a start-up biotechnology company developing novel monoclonal 
antibodies for a range of inflammatory and vascular disorders. The company’s lead product is in the early preclinical 
phase of development.

Dr. Simon serves on the Board of Directors of Playhouse Square and University Circle Inc.
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Benjamin Willis Arnold
Residency: Internal Medicine
Corewell Health Grand Rapids
Grand Rapids, MI
Hometown: Tiffin, OH

Amy Adik
Residency: Psychiatry
Carolinas Medical Center
Charlotte, NC
Hometown: Westerville, OH

Andrew Lorenzo Alejo
Residency: Orthopaedic Surgery
Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals
Stony Brook, NY
Hometown: Woodbury, NY

Victor Olawale Akinditan
Residency: Internal Medicine
University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH

Tiffany Marie Aliberti
Residency: Emergency Medicine
The MetroHealth System Case Western
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Deepasri C. Ananth
Residency: Medicine-Pediatrics
University of Louisville  
School of Medicine
Louisville, KY
Hometown: Mason, OH

Payton Maurine Andronikidis
Residency: Family Medicine
Corewell Health East Beaumont
Sterling Heights, MI
Hometown: Chesterfield, MI

Besher Assi
Residency: Transitional Year
St. Josephs Medical Center
Stockton, CA
Radiology-Diagnostic
Lahey Clinic 
Burlington, MA
Hometown: Bedford, MA

Vardhan Seshasai Avasarala
Residency: Plastic Surgery-Integrated
West Virginia University 
School of Medicine
Morgantown, WV
Hometown: Mason, OH

Faizan Azim
Residency: Internal Medicine
Methodist Hospital
Houston, TX
Hometown: Gainesville, VA

D O C TO R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Tyler Aaron Bontrager
Residency: General Surgery
WellStar Health System
Marietta, GA
Hometown: Middlefield, OH

Alyssa Anastacia Basdavanos
Residency: Orthopaedic Surgery
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Torrance, CA
Hometown: Honolulu, HI

Abigail Marie Beaver
Residency: Transitional Year
Walter Reed Medical Center
Bethesda, MD
Hometown: Louisville, OH

Riley Burke Bastian
Residency: Ophthalmology
Penn State University
Hershey, PA
Hometown: Sigurd, UT

Danny Issam Belmona
Residency: Internal Medicine
University at Buffalo School of Medicine
Buffalo, NY
Hometown: North Tonawanda, NY

Matthew Kent Bennett
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Aultman Hospital NEOMED
Canton, OH
Hometown: Diamond, OH

Christian Michael-McKiernan Bittner
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
San Antonio Military Medical Center
Fort Sam Houston, TX
Hometown: Richmond, MI

Monique Liana Booher
Residency: Psychiatry
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Sidney, OH

Nikolas Alan Brzezinski
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary
University of Arizona 
College of Medicine
Tucson, AZ
Hometown: Denver, CO

Meghana Chalasani
Residency: Ophthalmology
Cleveland Clinic - Cole Eye Institute
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Saint Marys, OH
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Madison Allen Cox
Residency: Pediatrics
Case Western University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Millersburg, OH

Leah Rose Choban
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology
Summa Health NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Westlake, OH

Sean Eandi Clark
Residency: Pediatrics
Stanford Health Care
Stanford, CA
Hometown: Oakland, CA

Kailey Anne Christman
Residency: Family Medicine
Akron General Medical Center 
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Marshallville, OH

Dustin Adam Clute
Residency: Family Medicine
Summa Health NEOMED
Barberton, OH
Hometown: Chardon, OH

Maria Ann Colvis
Residency: Pediatrics
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Stow, OH

Shane William Conway
Residency: Internal Medicine
University at Buffalo School of Medicine
Buffalo, NY
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Carmelle Fatima Cuizon
Residency: Medicine Primary/
Vulnerable Population
The MetroHealth System Case Western
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Toronto, Canada 

Mark Steven D’Agosta Jr.
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
OhioHealth Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Ohio State University Medical Center 
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Aurora, CO

Alice Milad Dalo
Residency: Anesthesiology
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Belmont, CA
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Michael Daquioag Dubé
Residency: Orthopaedic Surgery
Ascension Providence Michigan State 
University College of Medicine
Southfield, MI
Hometown: Livonia, MI

Kyra Deep
Residency: Internal Medicine
Case Western University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Powell, OH

Shreya Dey
Residency: Anesthesiology
University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH
Hometown: Mason, OH

Theresa Gina-Marie D’Ettorre
Residency: Family Medicine
PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center
Vancouver, WA
Hometown: Upper Sandusky, OH

Kerry Marie Dombroski
Residency: Medicine-Pediatrics
West Virginia University 
School of Medicine
Morgantown, WV
Hometown: Salem, OH

Abby Lynn Dryden
Residency: Pediatrics
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Dover, OH

Cheyenne LaKota Dryer
Residency: Psychiatry
Wright State University Boonshoft 
School of Medicine
Fairborn, OH
Hometown: Medina, OH

Christopher John Economus
Residency: Neurology
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Poland, OH

Scott Charles Everett
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC
Hometown: Garrettsville, OH

Jared Thomas Fehlman
Residency: Internal Medicine
Huntington Memorial Hospital
Pasadena, CA
Hometown: Massillon, OH

D O C TO R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Logan Grant Galbraith
Pursuing: Research Fellowship
Hometown: Millersburg, OH

Ross Joseph Ferrise
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Akron General Medical Center 
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Sharon Center, OH

Brian Davide Foresi
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary
Ohio Health Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Gahanna, OH

Bryce Anthony Fetterman
Residency: Emergency Medicine
The MetroHealth System Case Western
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Olmsted Falls, OH

Megan M. Fritz
Residency: Child Neurology
University of Colorado 
School of Medicine- Denver
Aurora, CO
Hometown: Massillon, OH

Jonathan You Fu
Residency: Family Medicine
Kaiser Permanente
San Jose, CA
Hometown: San Jose, CA

Christian Galayda
Residency: Family Medicine
Akron General Medical Center 
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Uniontown, OH

Ty Patrick Gallogly
Residency: Transitional Year
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Radiology-Diagnostic
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Port Clinton, OH

Natalie Christina Ganios
Residency: Pediatrics
Akron Children’s Hospital/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: North Canton, OH

Thomas Alan Gezella
Residency: General Surgery
Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Saint Louis, MO
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Sandra Antoun Haswani
Residency: General Surgery
St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH
Hometown: Lakewood, OH

Hannah Marie Girgis
Residency: Family Medicine
Hackensack Meridian Health - 
Palisades Medoca
North Bergen, NJ
Hometown: Medford, NJ

Laine Madison Goff
Residency: Emergency Medicine
The MetroHealth System Case Western
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Canton, OH

Sarah Alexandra Godel
Residency: Ophthalmology
University of Missouri-Columbia
Columbia, MO
Hometown: Youngstown, OH

Michael Francis Grasso
Residency: Neurology
University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH
Hometown: Minford, OH

Imad Ul Haq
Residency: Internal Medicine
Wright State University Boonshoft 
School of Medicine
Dayton, OH
Hometown: Dayton, OH

Sahana Harikrishnan
Residency: Psychiatry
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Saint Joseph, MI

Dennis James Head
Residency: Urology Research
Penn State University
Hershey, PA
Hometown: Mansfield, OH

Vincent Joseph Hensperger
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Lowellville, OH

Ahmad Houry
Residency: Internal Medicine
University Hospitals 
Community Consortium
Chardon, OH
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

D O C TO R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Yusuf Khalil
Residency: Transitional Year
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Dearborn Heights, MI

Savanna Dayne Hoyt
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Florida Atlantic University Schmidt 
College of Medicine
Boynton Beach, FL
Hometown: Deerfield Beach, FL

Andrea Cervantes Inda
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Summa Health NEOMED
Akron, OH
Radiation Oncology
University of California 
Irvine Medical Center 
Orange, CA
Hometown: Anaheim, CA

Fredrick R. Hutson
Residency: Psychiatry
Summa Health NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Canton, OH

Calvin Samuel Jackson
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Case Western University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Steubenville, OH

Oroshay Kaiwan
Residency: Internal Medicine
The MetroHealth System Case Western
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Willoughby Hills, OH

Parker William Kelly
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Summa Health NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Asra Kibria
Residency: Family Medicine
The MetroHealth System Case Western
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Montebello, NY

Parker Jameson Kim
Residency: Internal Medicine
Scripps Mercy Hospital
San Diego, CA
Hometown: New Albany, OH

Su Yeon Kim
Residency: Pathology
University of California San Francisco
San Francisco, CA
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
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Kristen Nicole Lentz
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology
Icahn School of Medicine Mount Sinai 
South Nassau
Oceanside, NY
Hometown: Fairfield, OH

Christina Catherine Koehler
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary
Trinity Health Oakland
Pontiac, MI
Hometown: Grosse Pointe, MI

Nicholas Joseph Krasnoschlik
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary/ 
Radiology-Diagnostic
Case Western University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Independence, OH

Nino Kovaljesko
Residency: Internal Medicine
Akron General Medical Center/ 
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH

Rachel Anne Krevh
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Christ Hospital
Cincinnati, OH
Dermatology
Henry Ford Hospital 
Detroit, MI
Hometown: Willoughby Hills, OH

Samuel Levi Kulifay
Residency: Transitional Year
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Radiology-Diagnostic
University of Rochester Strong Memorial 
Rochester, NY
Hometown: Poland, OH

Sharon Lee
Residency: Internal Medicine
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Springfield, MO

Nicholas Matthew Lesh
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Independence, OH

Robert Long
Residency: Psychiatry
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Vi-Trinh Luu
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Youngstown, OH

D O C TO R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E



21

Michaela Brianne Ward McFadden
Residency: Family Medicine
Camp Pendleton
Oceanside, CA
Hometown: Evansville, IN

Alexis Joan Lynch
Residency: Psychiatry
OhioHealth Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Laguna Niguel, CA

Alekhya Mannava
Residency: Internal Medicine
Case Western University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Mason, OH

Michaela Marie Macko
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Wadsworth, OH

Adam Jamal Mansour
Residency: Orthopaedic Surgery Research
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Shabnam Mansur
Residency: Ophthalmology
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at San Antonio 
College of Medicine
San Antonio, TX
Hometown: Apple Valley, MN

Emily F. Marsico
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology
Marshall University School of Medicine
Huntington, WV
Hometown: Girard, OH

Allison Paige Miedl
Residency: Internal Medicine/Regionals
University Hospitals 
Community Consortium
Chardon, OH
Hometown: Olmsted Falls, OH

Rommel Cruz Morales
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology
Wright State University Boonshoft 
School of Medicine
Dayton, OH
Hometown: Skokie, IL

Ali Mounir Murra
Residency: Internal Medicine
University of Rochester/Strong Memorial
Rochester, NY
Hometown: Ontaria, Canada 
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Ayushi Patel
Residency: Pediatrics
Akron Children’s Hospital/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

Monther M. Nassar
Residency: General Surgery
University of Toledo
Toledo, OH
Hometown: Warren, OH

James Nguyen
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, IL
Hometown: San Jose, CA

Rachel Elizabeth Neuerer
Residency: Pediatrics
Akron Children’s Hospital/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Mount Vernon, OH

Zara Angela Calumpang Orozco
Residency: Internal Medicine
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA
Hometown: Corona, CA

Zeynep Ozgur
Residency: Medicine-Preliminary
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Hudson, OH

Anthony Michael David Paolucci
Residency: Family Medicine
North Country HealthCare
Flagstaff, AZ
Hometown: Rootstown, OH

Elaine Girish Patel
Residency: Internal Medicine
Carolinas Medical Center
Charlotte, NC
Hometown: Columbia, TN

Karina Else Pedersen
Residency: Medicine Preliminary/
Ophthalmology
Case Western University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Wadsworth, OH

Karen Pham
Residency: Anesthesiology
West Virginia University 
School of Medicine
Morgantown, WV
Hometown: Philadelphia, PA

D O C TO R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E



23

Maya Schnall
Residency: Pediatrics
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA
Hometown: Fayetteville, NY

Manal Qureshi
Residency: Family Medicine
Indiana University School of Medicine
Muncie, IN
Hometown: Highland Heights, OH

Momin Ali Rehman
Residency: Internal Medicine
Adena Health System
Chillicothe, OH
Hometown: Lombard, IL

Nandhini Devi Ravichandran
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Rootstown, OH

Evghenia Rine
Residency: Anesthesiology
Case Western University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH

Olivia Lucille Safady
Residency: Family Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Olmsted Falls, OH

Jad Ayman Saleh
Residency: Emergency Medicine
University of Rochester Strong Memorial
Rochester, NY
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Shareena Shaik
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Allegheny General Hospital
Pittsburgh, PA
Hometown: Copley, OH

Alexandra Catherine Sherry
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Indiana University School of Medicine
Indianapolis, IN
Hometown: New Concord, OH

Richa Shetal Sheth
Residency: Psychiatry
OhioHealth Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Columbus, OH
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Sathwika Thodeti
Residency: Internal Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Copley, OH

Elizabeth Anne Slabinski
Residency: Internal Medicine
OhioHealth Riverside Methodist
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Uniontown, OH

Neha Srinivasan
Residency: Internal Medicine
University of Kentucky Medical Center
Lexington, KY
Hometown: West Chester, OH

Saiaravind Sompalle
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: Mayfield, OH

Collin John Sullinger
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Akron General Medical Center/ 
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: North Ridgeville, OH

Alex Suyunov
Residency: Emergency Medicine
St. Johns Riverside Hospital
Yonkers, NY
Hometown: Rego Park, NY

Amanda YuenChi Tam
Residency: Internal Medicine
University of Illinois College of Medicine
Chicago, IL
Hometown: Chicago, IL

Joshua Lee Tidd
Residency: Orthopaedic Surgery/Research
University of Rochester Strong Memorial
Rochester, NY
Hometown: Lima, OH

Thomas Quoc Thai To
Residency: Internal Medicine
Western Reserve Hospital
Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Hometown: Wickliffe, OH

Gina Rose Tubo
Residency: Emergency Medicine
Akron General Medical Center/ 
NEOMED
Akron, OH
Hometown: North Canton, OH

D O C TO R  O F  M E D I C I N E  D E G R E E
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Abdel Rahem Said Yusuf
Residency: Medicine-Pediatrics
East Carolina University Health 
Medical Center
Greenville, NC
Hometown: Youngstown, OH

Meghana V. Vallabhaneni
Pursuing the Master of Public 
Health Degree
Northeast Ohio Medical University
Rootstown, OH
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Roshni Ravindra Wani
Residency: Obstetrics-Gynecology
University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH
Hometown: Xenia, OH

Sumayya Vawda
Residency: Family Medicine
Montefiore Medical Center Einstein
Bronx, NY
Hometown: Queens, NY

Alexa Lynn Wawrzyniak
Residency: Pediatrics
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Erie, PA

Teresa Jeanne Whetstone
Residency: Family Medicine
Nellis Air Force Base
Las Vegas, NV
Hometown: Barberton, OH

Kenneth Ta-Jen Wong
Residency: Internal Medicine
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center
San Jose, CA
Hometown: San Francisco, CA

Maida A. Zia
Residency: Transitional Year
Summa Health/NEOMED
Akron, OH
Anesthesiology
Wayne State University 
School of Medicine 
Pontiac, MI
Hometown: Lahore, Pakistan
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C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4  O AT H

With the following oath I pledge to uphold the mission of this University and profession, improving 
the health and quality of life in the communities in which I practice. I further vow to honor those 
who have selflessly contributed to my education and who I strive to be of service to as I grow both 
my knowledge and abilities  

To act in accordance with integrity:  
	 • 	 I will hold myself accountable  
	 • 	 I will always inform my patients, accompany them in times of vulnerability, and respect 	
		  their privacy and autonomy while empowering them to prosper  
	 • 	 I will commit to honoring the relationship formed between patient and physician by always 	
		  maintaining confidentiality  
	 • 	 I will ensure that my patients’ voice is my priority  

To encourage curiosity:  
	 • 	 I will embrace learning as a never-ending process  
	 • 	 I will take the wisdom that my peers have to offer me  
	 • 	 I will question norms to advance care for all who inquire it  
	 •	 I will seek guidance from others when I am faced with challenges I cannot handle alone  
	 •	 I will self-reflect diligently, confront unconscious prejudices, and develop the knowledge 
		  and character to engender an inclusive, equitable field of medicine to all   

To practice compassion:  
	 • 	 I will show kindness toward myself when I am challenged  
	 • 	 I will empathize with my patients as they struggle  
	 • 	 I will respect my patients regardless of identity or socioeconomic status, emphasizing their 	
		  fundamental right to quality care  
 
With deepest gratitude to those who have made this journey possible, I take this oath upon my 
honor. I celebrate where I have come from and look towards my career in medicine with excitement 
and hope. I stand in solidarity with my peers, charged to uphold these values and forever remember 
that the patient is why I am here.
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C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y
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Samah Amin Abdallah
Position: Pharmacist
Meijer Pharmacy
Boardman, OH
Hometown: Palestine and St.Thomas, 
U.S. Virgin Islands

Noah M. Aguirre
Hometown: Aurora, OH

Kakra Akoto
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Noor Hani Alshorji
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Iraq

Yasmine Hasan Al-Tamimi
Hometown: North Olmsted, OH

Jessica R. Asmus
Hometown: Massillon, OH

Lydia Mae Avery
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
NEOMED/AxessPointe Community 
Health Centers/Kent
Rootstown, OH
Hometown: Girard, OH

Alexis Hope Axtell
Position: Associate Neuroscience 
Account Manager
Vanda Pharmaceuticals Inc
Akron, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH

Jack Thomas Bauer
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Akron, OH

Paris Lemme Bell
Residency: Rutgers Pharmaceutical 
Industry Fellowship-Global Clinical 
Operations two-year Post-Doctoral Program
Novartis
East Hanover, NJ
Hometown: Columbus, OH

D O C TO R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Susan Rachel Bezek
Position: Pharmacist
CVS Pharmacy
Mentor, OH
Hometown: Parma, OH

Henry Junior Bonilla
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: McDonald, OH

Rachel Elizabeth Brown
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
NEOMED/AxessPointe Community 
Health Center 
Barberton, Ohio
Hometown: Massillon, OH

Michael G. Carlone
Residency: PGY-1 and 2-Health System 
Administration and Leadership Pharmacy 
Residency/Masters Program
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Mayfield, OH

Megan Castelli
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Summa Health System
Akron, OH
Hometown: Hartville, OH

Angela E. Cherol
Hometown: Poland, OH

Brian Walter Cottrill
Position: CVS
Akron, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH

Garrett James Davidson
Position: Pharmacist
Giant Eagle
Akron, OH
Hometown: Uniontown, OH

Ousmane Vazoumana Dosso
Hometown: Abidjan, Ivory Coast

Dillon Michael English
Position: Staff Pharmacist
Discount Drug Mart
Canton, OH
Hometown: Louisville, OH
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Maria Esanu
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Cleveland Clinic Medina Hospital
Medina, OH
Hometown: Moldova Valea-Perjei

Sabrina Ibrahim Fekieh
Position: Pharmacist
Drugmart Pharmacy
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: North Olmsted, OH

Michael Alan Ford
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Akron, OH

Zhimin Fu
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Cleveland Clinic Akron General
Akron, OH
Hometown: Henan, China

Jacob Michael Godfrey
Hometown: Tallmadge, OH

Brenna Scarlet Gross
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Southwest General Health Center
Middleburg Heights, OH
Hometown: Springfield, OH

Tata Martial Guere
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 

Meeray S. Hafez
Position: Staff Pharmacist
Walmart Pharmacy
Aurora, OH
Hometown: Tartus, Syria

Hope Marie Hafner
Pursuing: Long Term Care Pharmacy
Hometown: Avon, OH

Beshoy Joesph Heinen
Position: Staff Pharmacist
CVS Pharmacy
North Royalton, OH
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

D O C TO R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Emily Nicole-Jacobsen Hendershot
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Aultman Alliance Community Hospital
Alliance, OH
Hometown: Canton, OH

Brittany Lynn Huffman
Residency: PGY-1-Community 
Pharmacy Residency
The Centers for Families and Children
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Canton, OH

Natalie Nicole Jamen
Pursuing: Post-Graduate Training
Hometown: Sagamore Hills, OH

Harnoor Kaur Jathaul
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Wooster, OH

Walanda Jenise Jones
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Megan Layne Journey
Position: Pharmacist
CVS Pharmacy
Hometown: Hartville, OH

Leila Sarah Jugo
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
University Hospitals Ahuja 
Medical Center
Beachwood, OH
Hometown: Mayfield Heights, OH

Stefanie Kate Juzkiw
Hometown: Garrettsville, OH

Nicholas Joseph Kacir
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
University Hospitals Geauga 
Medical Center
Chardon, OH
Hometown: Coitsville, OH

Sara Laith Karana
Hometown: Novi, MI
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Syam Krishna Kavuru
Hometown: Brecksville, OH

Reem Khourshid Holozadah
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Jasmeen Kaur Khuban
Residency: PGY-1 Managed Care 
Pharmacy Residency
The Ohio State University Health Plan
Columbus, OH
Hometown: Strongsville, OH

Tarebo Kurugu
Hometown: Navrongo, Ghana

Vasilios Konstantinos Likos
Position: Pharmacist
Walgreens
Parma Heights, OH
Hometown: Parma Heights, OH

Samia Malik
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
State University of New York, Buffalo/
Middleport Family Health Center
Middleport, New York
Hometown: Ontario, Canada

Kortni Raelyn Markgraf
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Akron, OH

Zachary Sheldon McCalla
Pursuing: Ph.D. in Basic and 
Translational Biomedicine
NEOMED College of Graduate Studies
Rootstown, OH
Hometown: New Philadelphia, OH

Cole Louis McDonough
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Louis Stokes Cleveland Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Ellwood City, PA

Kevin Omar Medina Gomez
Hometown: Arecibo, Puerto Rico

D O C TO R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Brianna Elizabeth Meier
Position: Pharmacist
CVS
Ohio
Hometown: Haskins, OH

Sandy Ashraf Mikhail
Pursuing: Hospital Pharmacy
Hometown: Mentor, OH

Mackenzie Lynn Mitchen
Position: Staff Pharmacist
Acme Pharmacy
Akron, OH
Hometown: Akron, OH

Caleb Alan Myatt
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Mercy Health-Saint Elizabeth 
Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH
Hometown: Broadview Heights, OH

Giradine Nadal Nguimatsa Momo
Hometown: Dschang, Cameroon  

Jolene Elaine Novak
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Mercy Health-Saint Elizabeth 
Youngstown Hospital
Youngstown, OH
Hometown: Pulaski, PA

Madison Marie Parkinson
Position: Staff Pharmacist
CVS
Ohio
Hometown: Uniontown, OH

Dharti Dineshkumar Patel
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Karan Janakbhai Patel
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Brianna Kristina Paul
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
University Hospitals Ahuja 
Medical Center
Beachwood, OH
Hometown: Greenville, SC
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Molly Elizabeth Powers
Residency: PGY-1-Community 
Pharmacy Residency
Cleveland Clinic Specialty Pharmacy
Cleveland, OH
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Ellyse Nicole Ridgway
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
University Hospitals Portage 
Medical Center
Ravenna, OH
Hometown: Chesterland, OH

Emilee Hope Rogers
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Hudson, OH

Sheridan Rae Rummell
Position: Staff Pharmacist 
Giant Eagle Pharmacy 
Akron, OH
Hometown: Paris, OH

Kavita Singh Saini
Pursuing: Managed Care Pharmacy
Hometown: North Royalton, OH

Alesandra Michal Sakacs
Hometown: Salem, OH

Alexa Renee Scherer 
Pursuing: Medical Writing
Hometown: Brimfield, OH

Frederick Harrington Shull, Jr.
Position: Graduate Intern
Walmart
Ravenna, OH
Hometown: Connersville, IN

Jasleen Kaur Sidhu
Hometown: Solon, OH

Alex Michael Sindledecker
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Cleveland Clinic Akron General
Akron, OH
Hometown: Warren, OH

D O C TO R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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Sukhdeep Kaur Singh
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
McLaren Oakland
Pontiac, MI
Hometown: Sterling Heights, MI

Nicole Ashley Starr
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Alyssa Lynn Stromberg
Position: Pharmacist
Meijer
Alliance, OH
Hometown: Mentor, OH

Logan Alexander Swan
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
United Hospital Center
Bridgeport, WV
Hometown: Akron, OH

Momitul Talukdar
Pursuing: Nuclear Pharmacy
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Cody Zachary Thompson 
Position: Pharmacist
Giant Eagle Pharmacy
Dover, OH
Hometown: Canton, OH

Eryk Mateusz Tluczek
Residency: PGY-1 and 2-Health System 
Administration and Leadership Pharmacy 
Residency/Masters Program
Cleveland Clinic Akron General
Akron, OH 
Hometown: Harrison Township, MI

Chantal Marie Twizere
Position: Staff Pharmacist
CVS
Akron/Canton, OH
Hometown: Hartville, OH

Thu AnhThi Vo
Residency: PGY-1 Community 
Pharmacy Residency
University Hospitals Cleveland 
Medical Center
Parma, OH
Hometown: Vietnam 

Nicolas Paul Wagner
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
University Hospitals Portage 
Medical Center
Ravenna, OH
Hometown: Barberton, OH
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Daba Namera Wakuma
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
University Hospitals Cleveland 
Medical Center
Parma, OH
Hometown: Rootstown, OH

Jacob A. Worthington
Residency: PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency
Cleveland Clinic Medina Hospital
Medina, OH
Hometown: Wellington, OH

Grace Kim Yoo
Pursuing: Hospital Pharmacy
Hometown: Austin, TX

Kate Evelina Yuhanick
Pursuing: Community Pharmacy
Hometown: Salem, OH

D O C TO R  O F  P H A R M A C Y  D E G R E E
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As one chapter of our educational journey closes and we eagerly enter into our professional 
careers, we, the graduating class, affirm our commitment to the well-being of our patients, 
the advancement of health care, and the ethical practice of pharmacy. 

•	 I will treat all patients with empathy, compassion, and respect while prioritizing 
	 patient-centered care.
 •	 I will safeguard the trust bestowed to me by my patients through ethical, honest 
	 and sincere actions. 
•	 I will serve all patients equally, embrace diversity and strive to understand the beliefs, 		
	 values, and backgrounds of those I serve. 
•	 I will commit to the lifelong learning of evidence-based medicine to ensure safe, 
	 effective and the most current recommendations. 
•	 I will collaborate with the interprofessional health care team to enhance the patient 		
	 experience and improve outcomes.   
•	 I will advocate for my patients and the profession of pharmacy to ensure the continued 		
	 advancement and accessibility of health care.
 •	 I will uphold the standards of excellence set forth by those who have come before me 
	 and model professionalism while mentoring the next generation of pharmacists. 
•	 I will forever protect the honor granted to me by the community to practice pharmacy.
  
I acknowledge these responsibilities and obligations that come with my role as a pharmacist, 
and in the presence of my family, friends, mentors and colleagues, I freely make this promise 
to support and uphold these commitments. 

C O L L E G E  O F  P H A R M A C Y  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4  O AT H
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G R A D U A T I N G  C L A S S

C O L L E G E  O F  G R A D U A T E  S T U D I E S
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MASTER IN FOUNDATIONS OF MEDICINE

Celine Shiling Chan
Hometown: New Albany, OH

Krish Khurana
Hometown: Mumbai, India

Meredith Ann Coil
Hometown: Mason, OH

Maryann Chinelo Meniru
Hometown: Canton, OH

Michael Kamel
Hometown: Nashville, TN

Mitchell William Bailey
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Rikardo Gogaj
Hometown: North Olmsted, OH

Abdelrahman Ali Boghdady
Hometown: Copley, OH

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN INTEGRATED PHARMACEUTICAL MEDICINE

Katie Ann Bretland
Hometown: Mantua, OH
Dissertation Title: “The impact of endogenous neuroprotectants on tauopathy in Alzheimer’s disease”
Doctoral Advisor: Christine Crish, Ph.D.

Sara Elizabeth Rogers
Hometown: Bellbrook, OH

Mackenzie Alyssa Moss
Hometown: Akron, OH
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MASTER OF ARTS IN MEDICAL ETHICS AND HUMANITIES

Nicholas Tyler Osborne
Hometown: Xenia, OH

MASTER OF LEADERSHIP IN HEALTH SYSTEMS SCIENCE

Noah Thomas Bedan
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Remus Alexander Beleiu III
Hometown: Middleburg Heights, OH

Jillian Morgan Wilkerson
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Gordon Paul Wigton
Hometown: Medina, OH

Laura Elizabeth Young
Hometown: Pepper Pike, OH

MASTER IN FOUNDATIONS OF MEDICINE

Zacary Jonathan Troyer
Hometown: Canton, OH

Porter Reginald Snowden
Hometown: Danville, PA
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MASTER OF LEADERSHIP IN HEALTH SYSTEMS SCIENCE

Thomas William Fanning
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Jack Anderson Mathis
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Demiana Hanna
Hometown: Parma, OH

Vineet Narayanan
Hometown: Albuquerque, NM

Isha Lodhawala
Hometown: Delaware, OH

Sydney Hope Marie Palmer
Hometown: Sebastopol, CA

Joseph William DiSabato
Hometown: Stow, OH

John JooAhn Kim
Hometown: Seoul, South Korea

Molly Oertel
Hometown: Easton, MD

Anna Claire Eckert
Hometown: Bay Village, OH

Yann Kamal Chemali
Hometown: Cleveland, OH

Vincent Donald Cianciola
Hometown: Massillon, OH
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Adam Iyad Eleyan
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Enkhjin Enkhsaikhan
Hometown: Sedalia, CO

Nicholas Luis Amaya
Hometown: Middletown, OH

Easton A. Black
Hometown: Senecaville, OH

MASTER OF MEDICAL SCIENCE IN ANESTHESIA

Brandon Reed Thompson
Hometown: Troy, OH

Shivani Bhuvanesh Yerigeri
Hometown: Copley, OH

Andrea Jose Varghese
Hometown: Gahanna, OH

Shahabeddin Yazdanpanah
Hometown: Santa Rosa, CA

Varun Raja
Hometown: Sterling, VA

Sanjana Vivekanandan
Hometown: Hilliard, OH

Abaan Singh Saini
Hometown: Chino Hills, CA

MASTER OF LEADERSHIP IN HEALTH SYSTEMS SCIENCE
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Mitchell James Harshbarger
Hometown: Versailles, OH

Tyler Bruce Schwartz
Hometown: Elkhart, IN

Prabhleen Kaur Multani
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Daniel Frank Suglio
Hometown: Canal Fulton, OH

Nathan Richards
Hometown: Kansas City, MO

Patrick Varley
Hometown: Canfield, OH

Julie Nazaire
Hometown: Port Saint Lucie, FL

Andrew Walter Sullivan
Hometown: Indianapolis, IN

MASTER OF MEDICAL SCIENCE IN ANESTHESIA

Julia Rose Sendatch
Hometown: Shippensburg, PA

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Adam Mark Kelly
Hometown: Massillon, OH

Gwendolyn J. Richner
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BASIC AND TRANSLATIONAL BIOMEDICINE - 
INNOVATION

Mustafa Houmsse
Hometown: Dublin, OH

Andrew Tarik Muskara
Hometown: Gates Mills, OH

Isaiah John Kongsvik
Hometown: Santa Fe, NM

Christian Hermogino Ong
Hometown: San Diego, CA

Emily Ruth Kunz
Hometown: Bonita, CA

Andrew M. Pero
Hometown: Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Daniel Byers Crouse
Hometown: Shaker Heights, OH

David Kovalsky
Hometown: Hinckley, OH

Damaris Grace Pasca
Hometown: Seven Hills, OH

Ian Joseph Doucet
Hometown: Akron, OH

Zachariah Hafez Alkhayri 
Hometown: Powell, OH

Solee Cheon
Hometown: Queens, NY
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BASIC AND TRANSLATIONAL BIOMEDICINE - 
INNOVATION

Anas Bakdalieh
Hometown: Dublin, OH

Spencer James Crocker
Hometown: Salt Lake City, UT

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN GLOBAL HEALTH INNOVATION

Michael John DiSabato
Hometown: Stow, OH

Meredith Anne McCarthy Farrell
Hometown: Westbrook, CT

Su Jin Lim
Hometown: Houston, TX

Quintaris Najiah Earl
Hometown: Spartanburg, SC

Yena Kong
Hometown: Solon, OH

Rami Basel Moussa
Hometown: Westlake, OH

Myles Joseph Porter
Hometown: New Orleans, LA

Joshua Daniel Reichman
Hometown: Broomfield, CO

Arnab Roy
Hometown: Novi, MI

Langston Alexander Taylor
Hometown: Chillicothe, OH
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CERTIFICATE IN GLOBAL HEALTH

CERTIFICATE IN MEDICAL ETHICS AND HUMANITIES

CERTIFICATE IN HEALTH RESEARCH

Michaela Marie Macko
Hometown: Wadsworth, OH

Yolanda Moore-Forbes
Hometown: Copley, OH

Saiaravind Sompalle
Hometown: Mayfield, OH

Neha Srinivasan
Hometown: West Chester, OH

Paris Lemme Bell
Hometown: Columbus, OH

Deanna M. Ford
Hometown: Poland, OH

Alexis Joan Lynch
Hometown: Laguna Niguel, CA

Sean Vincent Norris
Hometown: Medina, OH

Anjali Neil Agarwal
Hometown: Stow, OH

Raman Bhambra
Hometown: Twinsburg, OH

Macey Jane Guerra
Hometown: McDonald, OH

Alexander Charles Rohrer
Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN GLOBAL HEALTH INNOVATION

Abigail Marie Schwenk
Hometown: New Holland, OH
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ACP Ohio Chapter Outstanding Medical Student of the Year Award - 	 Kyra Deep
Excellence in Internal Medicine

Class Speakers	 Carmelle Cuizon, Mark D’Agosta

Excellence in Emergency Medicine Award	 Nicholas Lesh

Excellence in Family Medicine Award	 Christian Galayda 

Excellence in Internal Medicine Award	 Parker Kim

Excellence in Obstetrics/Gynecology Award	 Emily Marsico

Excellence in Pediatrics  Award	 Nicholas Krasnoschlik

Excellence in Psychiatry Award	 Fredrick Hutson

Excellence in Public Health Award	 Carmelle Cuizon 

Excellence in Surgery Award	 Meghana Chalasani

Ideal Physician Award	 Kailey Christman
	 Maria Colvis
	 Madison Cox
	 Christopher Economus
	 Nino Kovaljesko

Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award	 Kyra Deep

Matthew Allen Lewis Award for Outstanding Patient Care 	 Kailey Christman
and Mastery of the Science of Medicine Award

Outstanding Achievement Award	 Amy Adik

Service to College of Medicine Award	 Meghana Chalasani

Student Marshall Gonfalonian(s)	 Payton Andronikidis, Meghana Chalasani 

Volunteer Service to Community Award	 Nino Kovaljesko

William H. Falor Research Award 	 Andrew Alejo, Joshua Tidd

AWA R D S  A N D  H O N O R S
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COLLEGE OF MEDICINE  ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA MEMBERS

VIRTUOUS HEALER HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE ELECTED STUDENT LEADERS

NEOMED Student Council 

Abigail Beaver  

Teresa Whetstone 

Student Conduct Council 

Fredrick Hutson 

Parker Kelly 

Student Curriculum Council 

Meghana Chalasani 

Nino Kovaljesko  

Amy Adik 

Andrew Alejo 

Vardhan Avasarala 

Alyssa Basdavanos 

Meghana Chalasani 

Leah Choban

Kailey Christman 

Carmelle Cuizon 

Kyra Deep 

Kerry Dombroski 

Michael Dubé 

Christopher Economus 

Scott Everett 

Brian Foresi 

Logan Galbraith 

Natalie Ganios 

Nicholas Krasnoschlik 

Alexis Lynch 

Alekhya Mannava 

Adam Mansour 

Ali Murra 

Elaine Patel 

Karina Pedersen 

Olivia Safady

Joshua Tidd 

Gina Tubo 

Alexa Wawrzyniak 

Amy Adik 

Maria Colvis 

Madison Cox 

Kyra Deep 

Christopher Economus 

Savanna Hoyt 

Rachel Krevh 

Shabnam Mansur 

Maya Schnall 

Roshni Wani 

Outstanding Service (Faculty)	
Paul Lecat, M.D.
Professor of Family and Community Medicine, 
Internal Medicine and Pediatrics

Outstanding Service (Staff)	
Corrie Stofcho, M.D. (’06)
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs 
Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics

OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE CLASS AWARD
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Carmelle Cuizon 

Theresa D’Ettorre 

Jonathan Fu 

Hannah Girgis 

Sandra Haswani 

Oroshay Kaiwan 

Asra Kibria 

Nino Kovaljesko 

Allison Miedl 

Manal Qureshi 

Thomas To 

Victor Akinditan 

Logan Galbraith 

Andrea Inda 

Su Kim 

Maya Schnall 

Richa Sheth 

Roshni Wani 

Alexa Wawrzyniak 

Teresa Whetstone 

Riley Bastian 

Abigail Beaver 

Matthew Bennett 

Monique Booher 

Kailey Christman 

Madison Cox 

Kerry Dombroski 

Megan Fritz 

Michael Grasso 

Fredrick Hutson 

Nicholas Krasnoschlik 

Michaela McFadden 

Anthony Paolucci 

Gina Tubo 

RURAL PATHWAY

URBAN PATHWAY

SOCIAL JUSTICE PATHWAY

AWA R D S  A N D  H O N O R S



APhA-ASP Senior Recognition	 Jolene Novak 

Akron Area Society of Health-System Pharmacists Pharmacy Practice Award   	 Ellyse Ridgway 

Bowl of Hygeia Award	 Megan Castelli 

Commitment to Service Award	 Cole McDonough 

Council of Ohio Colleges Pharmacy Leadership Award	 Alexis Axtell 

Council of Ohio Colleges Pharmacy Leadership Scholarship	 Kavita Saini  

Evidence-Based Medicine Approach to Patient Care Award	 Alexis Axtell 

Excellence in Clinical Communication and Patient Care Award	 Vasilios Likos 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship Award	 Emilee Rogers 

Ohio Pharmacists Association Student Leadership Award	 Jolene Novak 

Outstanding Researcher Award	 Paris Bell 

Professional Achievement Award	 Michael Carlone 

Student Excellence in Role Modeling of Interprofessional Collaboration Award	 Nicolas Wagner 

Student Marshal (Gonfalonian)	 Ellyse Ridgway

Summa Health Rootstown Pharmacy Community Practice Award	 Brianna Meier 

U.S. Public Health Service Excellence in Public Health Pharmacy	 Ellyse Ridgway 

Viatris Excellence in Pharmacy Award	 Alex Sindledecker 

Walgreens Pharmacy Multilingual Award	 Ousmane Dosso

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY STUDENT AWARDS
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Alexis Axtell 

Jack Bauer 

Michael Carlone 

Megan Castelli 

Ousmane Dosso 

Zhimin Fu 

Reem Khourshid Holozadah 

Megan Journey 

Stefanie Juzkiw 

Nicholas Kacir 

Caleb Myatt 

Karan Patel 

Ellyse Ridgway 

Emilee Rogers 

Kavita Saini 

Alexa Scherer 

Alex Sindledecker 

Logan Swan 

Nicolas Wagner 

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY PHI LAMBDA SIGMA MEMBERS

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY RHO CHI MEMBERS

Lydia Avery 

Alexis Axtell 

Michael Carlone 

Brittany Huffman 

Megan Journey 

Vasilios Likos  

Cole McDonough 

Jolene Novak 

Momitul Talukdar 

Nicolas Wagner 

NEOMED Student Council 

Vasilios Likos 

Eryk Tluczek  

Student Conduct Council 

Jolene Novak 

Alex Sindledecker 

Student Curriculum Council 

Nicolas Wagner 

Jacob Worthington

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY ELECTED STUDENT LEADERS

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY FACULTY AWARDS 

Most Influential Professor/Faculty Award 
Chris Paxos, Pharm. D., BCPP, BCPS, BCGP 

P4 Preceptor (Core) of the Year Award 
Joseph Marchiano, Pharm. D., BCPS, BCGP 

P4 Preceptor (Volunteer) of the Year Award
Rhianna Godios, Pharm. D., BCACP, CACP

AWA R D S  A N D  H O N O R S
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